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Appendix 16: Guidance on the implementation of action 146: 

Create buffers around and link existing LWSs using appropriate 

semi-natural habitat to build resilience 

 
The following guidance relates to the use of action 146 within the LNRS, specifically in 

relation to biodiversity net gain (BNG) strategic significance. It will provide detail on Local 

Wildlife Sites (LWS), the Local Sites system and their role as part of the wider natural 

landscape. 

 

What are Local Wildlife Sites? 
Local Wildlife Sites are local non-statutory sites selected for their biodiversity value.  

 

Why they are important? 
LWSs, along with biological Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), are the most important 

places for wildlife at a local level. This is due to the important habitats they support and the 

biodiversity they collectively represent in Greater Lincolnshire. They are an integral part of 

many ecological networks and act as the foundation for a biodiverse and connected natural 

landscape. 

 

LWSs also have the potential to contribute to the quality of life and well-being of the 

community and reflect the importance of conservation for scientific purposes, education 

and enjoyment. 

 

How are they selected? 
A robust process is undertaken before an LWS is selected. This is detailed briefly below: 

• A potential LWS is identified 

• Permission is sought from the landowner for a survey 

• If permission is given the site is surveyed 

• The survey data is then assessed by the Local Wildlife Site Panel (which consists of 

experts from across the sector) 

• If the data meets the criteria set out in the LWS Guidelines the LWS Panel decides to 

recommend the site for selection as an LWS 

• The landowner is then informed 

• Unless the landowner has an objection to the application of the Guidelines, the Panel’s 

recommendation is taken to the GLNP Steering Group for a final decision 

• LWS is added to the database 

• Updates are shared with Local Authorities 
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Full details on the selection process can be found at: Local Sites - Greater Lincolnshire 

Nature Partnership 

 

How are they used? 
• LWS are considered to be areas of particular importance for biodiversity in the context 

of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy 

• They are considered within planning decision making and the preparation of local 

planning policy 

• Actions relating to LWS can contribute to a Local Authority’s Biodiversity duty 

• LWS selection provides land owners/managers with information that can result in 

positive outcomes for nature 

• LWS surveys can also help to identify areas of Priority habitat within Greater Lincolnshire 

 

General principle for Action 146 and BNG strategic significance 
Strategic significance will only be assigned for action 146: 

• Where the buffer habitat consists of one or more of the habitats for which the site was 

designated, or 

• Where the buffer habitat consists of a semi natural habitat recognized as supporting 

these habitats, or 

• Where habitat created or enhanced within the boundary of the LNRS is one of the 

habitats for which the site was designated 

• Where there are multiple appropriate habitats a mosaic approach or multiple habitats 

would be preferred, especially for larger/longer sites. 

• Failure to meet the above criteria will result in no strategic significance being awarded 

 

Information on a particular LWS can be found by emailing info@glnp.org.uk. 

 

Details on appropriate supporting habitats for in an area can be obtained by engaging with 

the appropriate Local Planning Authority. General examples can be found in the associated 

spreadsheet Appendix 15: Action 146 hierarchy of LWS habitats, which can be found at 

https://www.glincslnrs.org.uk/documents. 

 

Further information on Local Wildlife Sites can be found at Local Sites - Greater Lincolnshire 

Nature Partnership.  
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Further information 
Landowners can access details on LWS on their land by contacting the GLNP on 

info@glnp.org.uk. 

 

Further information on LWS in general can be found at Local Sites - Greater Lincolnshire 

Nature Partnership. 
 

mailto:info@glnp.org.uk
https://glnp.org.uk/our-services/local-sites
https://glnp.org.uk/our-services/local-sites

